Abstract
CONCLUSIONS: As a result of the change in the SRT, production of electricity of the 23 cells increased significantly in all cases, pointing out the relevance of the SRT control in 24 the optimization of the performances of MFCs. By operating at SRT 2.5 days, the MFCs working with different SRT, the anodic reservoir of each MFC was daily purged.
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After the purge, the discarded volume was replaced by fresh synthetic wastewater. The are not affected by the story of the MFC (e.g., by previously used SRTs). 
Performance of MFC operated at other SRT and effect of its change to 2.5 d 289
Experiments carried out at higher sludge age result in the production of very small in the MFC operated at a SRT of 10 days.
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As expected because of the higher retention time, the removal of COD is higher and, in respectively. It is interesting to observe that maximum current produced improves with 341 a high-value in the previous sludge age (Fig. 5) . At this point, it is worth to take in mind Onset: time lag till exponential increase of the electric current intensity produced vs.
357
SRT. 
